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PREFACE 
OF all the villages of Leicestershire there can be few, if any, which have 
changed less in appearance than has Old Woodhouse. From the gates 
of Beaumanor at its eastern end to the church of St. Mary in the Elms 
at its western, it remains a typical specimen of the old English village 
attached to the "big house". When I first knew it, between fifty and 
sixty years ago, almost every house belonged-as now they all d0-to 
Beaumanor, and was inhabited by people connected with the home of 
the Herricks. The Gardener's house, many centuries old and in part 
timber-framed, the home farm with its dairy cottage, the kitchen garden 
with its bothy for the single men, the agent's house, the cottages of the 
coachman and the groom, with their front gardens bright with old
fashioned flowers, the drinking fountain with its timber-framed cover, 
the cottages of the estate men, stone built with roofs of thatch or 
Swithland slate-all these spoke eloquently of the quiet, settled life on a 
big estate which in those days was to be found far more frequently than 
has been the case since the war of 1914. 

In spite of all that has happened since then, Old Woodhouse still 
looks much as it did. Only at the western end of the village street, in 
the field on the south side, a hutted camp of the Auxiliary Territorial 
Service, whose headquarters are next door in Garats-hay, reminds us of 
the six years of war but lately ended. 

Mr. Skillington's paper, which has been written under all the handi
caps inseparable from a long convalescence, sets forth, with complete 
lucidity, the formation and descent of the manor and its purchase in 1595 
by Sir William Herrick, goldsmith and banker of London. 

A very interesting abstract is given of the history of that old 
Leicestershire family, as well as a more detailt1d account of its most notable 
member, Robert Herrick, the lyric poet of the 17th century. 

The last male Herrick of the Beaumanor line died, as the paper 
records, in 1876, leaving his widow, Sophia Perry Herrick, to reign over 
the estate for close on 40 years. 

The portrait, painted at the time of her marriage, which used to 
hang in the drawing room, shows a most beautiful young woman, with 
the same sweet expression that those who knew her only nearer the end 
of her life will well remember. 

It was in the late eighties of the last century that I first knew Beau
manor. It was there that, as a boy at school, I first ate a meringue, a 
gastronomic event as agreeable as the financial incident which followed 
it. The recollection of them brings to mind the impassive figure of Mr. 
Hickman, the butler, who joined with Mrs. Ellerbeck, the housekeeper, in 
the control of a domestic company of no mean size. It was of him 
that the tale was told of how, when a foreign nobleman with a difficult 
name, who had taken a house some miles away, came to return Mrs. 
Herrick's call, he struggled during the passage across the hall from 
the front door to grasp the unfamiliar words, and finally, having altogether 
failed to do so, opened the drawing-room door and announced-"The 
people from X". 
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In later years I spent many happy days shooting on Beaumanor. 
The pheasants from the plantations on the Forest hills required all the 
attention that you could direct on them if you were to deal with them 
successfully; and on the lower ground there were partridges and hares 
enough for all. At mid-day you knoc_ked off for an hour, to eat your 
luncheon off the old-fashioned sycamore wood platters, topping up 
the meal with a glass of the old Beaumanor brown sherry, out of the 
square bottle with the indiarubber cork which emerged from its leather 
case when you reached the stage of bread and cheese. 

It was during a day's partridge driving on Beaumanor, under 
Colonel Curzon as host, that I once took part in a sporting tragedy of a 
peculiarly acute kind. We were lined up a few yards from a hedge, 
waiting for the birds to be driven over us, when a long brown form 
emerged from the ditch, opposite an absent-minded and somewhat 
short-sighted member of the party. Taking it for a hare, he presented 
his piece at it; there was an explosion and the form ceased to move. 
There was a moment of silence, followed by a cry of horror. It was a 
fox. Struggling with suppressed laughter, my brother and I precipitated 
ourselves upon it and stuffed it hurriedly into the ditch under the thickest 
bramble bush, regaining our places just in time to deal with the legitimate 
objects of the chase. The beaters, fortunately, emerged through the 
hedge none the wiser. 

But it is to Beaumanor itself and to Mrs. Herrick that the memory 
keeps returning: to the hall with its staircase and beside it the great 
chair, almost a throne, carved from a single oak, and, across the top of 
the pillars which formed its sides and back, the javelin carrying the 
garland of roses rendered year by year by the Famhams of Quom, since 
the middle of the fourteenth century, for their release from certain services 
to the lord of the manor. To the eighteenth century travelling carriage, 
hanging on leather slings, which stands in a glass-fronted shelter on the 
northern side of the house. To dinner parties, with Mrs. Herrick sitting as 
hostess at the head of the long table, or later in her life meeting her guests 
after dinner in the library. Never were there such peaches as were grown 
by Mr. McBean, the head gardener, or such cream as that from the home 
farm which embellished the Beaumanor strawberries. 

It will be seen plainly by those who read these discursive notes bow 
fragrant are the memories evolved by the thought of Beaumanor in Mrs. 
Herrick's days. All through my later boyhood and afterwards into 
middle life I knew it as a centre from which kindness and hospitality 
radiated through a great circle of her relations and friends. And although 
in this introduction to Mr. Skillington's careful and scholarly account of 
its ownership I may seem to have touched mainly on the lighter side, 
I should fail of my pmpose if.I did not make it clear that throughout the 
years to which my words refer the influence of the lady of the manor was 
consistently on the side of what was true, pure, lovely and of good report. 

R. E. MARTIN 



Beaumanor and its Lords 
and their Connexions 

By S. H. Skillington, F.S.A. 

PARTICULARS of the inception and devolution of Beaumanor, co. Leicester, 
are clearly set forth in the late George Francis Famham's Quorndon 
Records and in the Barrow-on-Soar section of his Charnwood Forest and 
its Historians. In the Charnwood book, Mr. Farnham tells how, early in 
the thirteenth century, a new and separate manor was formed, partly out 
of the Barrow manor and partly out of the manor of Loughborough, in 
favour of Hugh le Despenser, under-tenant of the Earl of Chester in the 
manor of Loughborough. The exact date of this creation is not on record, 
but the grant must have been made to Hugh by Ranulph, Earl of Chester, 
before 1232, when the earl died. The lands that comprised the manors 
of Barrow and Loughborough had been granted by the Conqueror to his 
nephew, Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, from whom they descended to 
the said Ranulph, the sixth and last earl of that line. The Despensers 
appear to have derivect their surname from the fact that one or more of 
them had held the office of dispenser ( dispensator) to the Earls, or possibly 
the Constables (the de Lacys), of Chester. 

Before giving an account of the descent of the new lord.ship, it may 
be well to quote a few descriptive lines from Curtis's Topographical 
History of the County of Leicester. The author of this useful compila
tion, which was published in 1831, says that Beaumanor is "locally 
situated on the East side of Charnwood Forest; contains 1,000 acres, 96 
inhabitants, 15 houses. The sole landed proprietor is William Herrick, 
Esq. The ancient manor house is described as 'being seated in the 
Park, and moated round with a fair and clear moat, and a little distance 
from the said moat are barns and stables and all other useful offices, 
standing and seated about which said buildings is a second moat; and 
round about this said ancient manor house Heth the said Park.' In 1725 
a new manor house was built in the place of the former one; in the hall of 
which is a singular chair, cut out of a solid oak which measured 34 feet in 
circumference. The. Park and scenery about it are remarkably pictur
esque and beautiful, and some very large timber trees form a prominent 
feature in the landscape . . . . In 1690 Sir William Herrick cut down 
most of the timber in the Park." The architect of the present mansion, 
completed in 1847, was William Railton, designer of the Nelson Column 
in Trafalgar Square. The story of the historic bedstead, brought about 
seventy years ago from the old Blue Boar at Leicester and preserved in 
this house, is well and truly told, with illuminating comments, in the 
twelfth chapter of the late Charles James Billson's Mediaeval Leiceste1', 
It is a tale to hold children from play and old men from the chimney 
corner, and to evoke the critical faculties of questioning minds. 
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GREAT OAK CHAIR 

Measurements: 8 ft. high; width across top of pillars, 5 ft. 3 in.; 
width across the seat, 3 ft. 7 in. 

The Despenser pedigree in The Complete Peerage, by G. E. C. 
(George Edward Cokayne), begins with a certain Thomas, father of the 
Hugh for whose benefit Beaumanor was constituted by Ranulph, Earl 
of Chester. The original grantee, of whom nothing is known, died in 
1238 and was succeeded by his son, also named Hugh, who has been 
described as the first illustrious member of a conspicuously enterprising 
and ambitious family. The fame of the second Hugh arose from his 
ardent and capable support of Simon de Montfort and the baronial party 
in the troublesome reign of Hen:ty the Third. In 1260, and again in r263, 
he was appointed Justiciar by the barons, and when war broke out he 
led the citizens of London in their attacks upon the houses of the leading 
royalists. He distinguished himself at the battle of Lewes in r264, was an 
active member of de Montfort's noted Parliament, and died with his 
leader at Evesham in the following year. He was buried in Evesham 
Abbey. His widow, Aline, daughter and heir of Sir Philip Basset, some
time J usticiar of England, had a grant for life of the manors of Lough
borough, Freeby and Hugglescote. In r27r, the year of her father's 
death, Aline married Roger de Bigod, Earl of Norfolk; she died in April, 
r28r. An abstract of the grant, mentioned above, to Aline after her 
husband's death is one of the items in the Freeby section of G. F. Fam
ham's Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes, vol. ii, p. 245 :-

Cal. Patent Rolls, 1258-1266, p. 459. 5 Oct., 1265. Grant 
for life, in consideration of the services of Philip Basset, to Aliva, 
late the wife of Hugh le Despenser, the daughter of the said Philip, 
of the manor of Fretheby [Freeby J and the other manors, late of 
the said Hugh, which the king lately committed to her in tenancy 
during pleasure. 
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The curious spelling of the name is probably a typographical error that 
escaped detection in the proof. It need not for a moment be thought that 
Mr. Farnham wrote it in that way. 

The lands of the Hugh that fell at Evesham were of course, after the 
battle, taken into the king's hand; but the administration of them was 
given to his son and heir, another Hugh, in May, 1281, and the same 
Hugh had livery of his mother's lands about two months later, though he 
did not come of age until the following March. This Hugh, whose tur
bulent and shifting career ended in disaster, attained to something like 
supreme power after the fall and execution, at Pontefract, of Thomas of 
Lancaster, the second Lancastrian Earl of Leicester, in March, 1322; and 
in the May of that year he was created Earl of Winchester by Edward 
the Second. He and his arrogant son, still another Hugh, cannot be 
said to have been animated by high motives; but their influence, on the 
whole, seems to have been beneficial. Professor Trevelyan, summing 
up the period in his History of England, says that "Edward II and 
Gaveston were perhaps as unfit to govern England as Charles I and 
Buckingham. But the leaders of the baronial opposition, especially Earl 
Thomas of Lancaster, were stupid, selfish and brutal men, swollen with 
the pride of birth. The King's next favourite, Despenser, was not an 
'upstart' like Gaveston, but he developed into a tyrant. And yet the 
struggle between such unpromising opponents worked out to the advan
tage of the nation. The machinery of administration was improved, 
not by subjecting it to the clumsy control of the Barons, but by certain 
bureaucratic reforms. . . . The King's Court was plastic and adaptable 
in its organization, yet highly specialised as a civil service, full of trained 
and able men who went on quietly governing while far over their heads 
fools and scoundrels like Gaveston and Thomas of Lancaster, Despenser 
and Mortimer, ranted and killed each other for the benefit of posterity 
and the Elizabethan dramatists.'' 

The careers of the Earl of Winchester and his son were ignominiously 
extinguished by their enemies towards the end of 1326. The circum
stances, in each case, may be related in the words of G.E.C.'s Complete 
Peerage: - "On the King's flight to Wales in October, 1326, the earl was 
dispatched to defend Bristol, which, however, he at once surrendered on 
the arrival of the Queen, 26th October. Next day he was tried-without 
being allowed to speak in his defence-condemned to death as a traitor, 
and han,ged at the common gallows. On his death, 27th October, I326, 
at the age of 65, all his honours were forfeited, the sentence of 'Exile' 
passed on him in r32r being re-affirmed in Parl., I Ed. iii." The younger 
Hugh "accompanied the King in his flight to Wales in October, I326, and 
with the King was captured near Llantrisant, co. Glamorganr r6th 
November, I326. He was taken to Hereford, tried-without being 
allowed to speak in his own defence-condemned to death as a traitor, 
and hanged on a gallows 50 feet high, 24th November, 1326. His head 
was set up on London Bridge, 4th December, and his quarters in four 
different places", viz., at Dover, Bristol, York and Newcastle. Thomas 
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of Lancaster, after Boroughbridge, and Roger Mortimer, the Queen's para
mour, in 1330, were subjected to similar indignities. Mr. Farnham, in 
his Chamwood book, says that the elder Hugh and his family, while 
staying in Leicestershire, resided at the manor house at Beaumanor. That 
Beaumanor and district were not unaffected by the turmoils is shown by 
Curtis, who records that in 1330 the custody of the manors of Lough
borough and Beaumanor, which had been wasted by war, was granted to 
John de Insula. 

In 1327, after the fall of the Despensers, Beaumanor was granted to 
Henry Beaumont, presumably as part of his reward for betraying Edward 
the Second, who had been his friend and on whose side he had fought at 
Boroughbridge. Henry had married, about 1310, Alice, daughter and 
co-heir of Alexander Comyn and niece and heir of John Comyn, Earl of 
Buchan. Through this connection, Henry Beaumont, from early in 
1334, was designated Earl of Buchan, a title that did not descend to his 
heirs. The succession of the Beaumonts at Beaumanor is so clearly stated 
by Mr. Farnham, on pages 47-48 of the Chamwood book, that it will be 
best to quote his exposition as it stands: -

"Six generations of Beaumonts followed Henry, the first 
Beaumont to own Beaumanor. John, lord Beaumont, was created 
a viscount on 12 Feb., 1439-40, and was made a Knight of the 
Garter in 1441. He married Elisabeth, daughter and sole heir of 
Sir William Phelip, lord Bardolf, by whom he had issue William, 
lord Bardolf, his second, but eldest surviving son, born in 1438. 
John, viscount Beaumont, was killed on IO July, 1460, at the 
battle of Northampton, and his son and successor William, 
viscount Beaumont (called lord Bardolf during his father's life), 
was taken prisoner at the battle of Towton and attainted at 
the Parliament 9f 1 November, 1461, whereby his honours were 
forfeited and also his estates. He was restored by king Henry 
the Seventh to his estates, but in 1487 he lost his reason, when the 
custody of his lands, and in 1495 of his person, was committed to 
the earl of Oxford, in whose house at Wivenhoe, Essex, he died 
without issue on rg December, 1507. His widow Elisabeth, 
daughter and co-heir of Sir Richard Scope, Kt., married the earl 
of Oxford and died on 26 June, 1537. 

"The Erdington manor in Barrow having now devolved on the 
family of Hastings, and the Beaumont manor of Barrow having 
come to the Crown by the death of viscount Beaumont without 
issue, and the attainder of his heir, lord Lovell, king Henry the 
Eighth, in 1524, granted the Beaumont manor with Beaumanor to 
lord Leonard Grey, lord deputy for Ireland, who held his first 
court in October, 1524- Lord Leonard Grey was the second son 
of Thomas, 2nd marquis of Dorset, and, in 1540, was attainted and 
beheaded, when Beaumanor fell again to the Crown. The next 
grantee was Henry, duke of Suffolk, who was beheaded for his 
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share in Sir Thomas Wyatt's rebellion in r554, and the Crown 
again obtained Beaumanor by forfeiture. Beaumanor was 
released by the Crown to Frances, duche~s of Suffolk, who died 
in r559, but Adrian Stokes, her second husband, held the manor 
until his death in 1586, when his brother, William Stokes, held it 
until his death in 1591. The next grantee was the earl of Essex, 
who sold Beaumanor about 1591 to William Herrick, afterwards 
knight, the fifth son of John Herrick, of Leicester. Sir William 
was born in 1557, knighted in 1605. He served as M.P. for 
Leicester in 1601, 1605 and 1629. He died on 2 March, 1652-3, 
in his 96th year. He married Joan, the daughter of Richard May, 
esquire, and sister of Sir Humphrey May, knight, chancellor of 
the duchy of Lancaster." 

The Duke and Duchess of Suffolk were the parents of Lady Jane 
Grey, whom Roger Ascham, before he "went into Germanie," found in 
her chamber at Bradgate, their Leicestershire house, "reading Phaedon 
Platonis in Greeke, and that with as moch delite, as som ientlemen wold 
read a merie tale in Bocase [Boccaccio J.'' Their harsh treatment of 
their noble, unhappy daughter shows them to have been extremely un
pleasant people. When the Dowager Duchess of Suffolk married Adrian 
Stokes, she was thirty-seven and he was twenty-one. He is said to have 
been "a ginger-headed lad .... of a fairly good yeoman family and had 
been appointed some two years earlier secretary and groom of the cham
bers". Queen Elizabeth's remark upon the occasion is said to have been: 
''Has the woman so far forgotten herself as to marry a common groom?'' 
Mr. H. W. Cook, in Bygone Loughborough, says that in 1387 Richard the 
Second, when on progress from London to York, stayed for six days 
with Lord Beaumont at Beaumanor, hunting in Charnwood Forest, while 
his Marshalsea was held at Loughborough. (J:he Marshalsea was an 
ambulatory court, held before the stewards and marshal of the royal 
house, to administer justice between the Sovereign's domestic servants 
and to deal with certain other pleas within the verge of the court, in which 
parties in the royal service were concerned). Richard again stayed with 
Lord Beaumont for one night in August, 1390, after his visit, with the 
Queen, to John of Gaunt at Leicester Castle. This visit, which lasted for 
several days and was chiefly occupied with hunting in the adjacent forest, 
was a great event, and the courtiers are said to have been filled with 
admiration at the splendid hospitality of the ducq.l host. After the death 
of John, Viscount Beaumont, at the battle of Northampton, Beaumanor 
was held in dower by his widow, whose first husband had been the Duke 
of Norfolk. In 1464 the reversion of the manor, after her death, was 
granted to William, Lord Hastings, the favourite of Edward the Fourth. 
Hastings, however, did not live to enjoy the estate; for he had the mis
fortune to be beheaded a year or so before the duchess's death. 

Sir William Herrick, or Heyrick, the purchaser of Beaumanor, came 
of an old Leicestershire family that had for several centuries been estah-
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lished in the county, first at Stretton Magna, about six miles south-east of 
Leicester, and then at Houghton-on-the-Hill, some four miles to the 
north-east of that village. The tradition of the family, which may be 
true, is that they were descended from a certain Eric the Forester, a 
warrior of Scandinavia, who had raised an army in the north to oppose 
William of Normandy, under whom, after the Conquest, he is said to have 
held a military command. The story goes on that this Eric, who may 
have been of the same stock as the kingly hero of the famous Dirge of 
Ert'c Bloodaxe, eventually settled in Leicestershire and founded the 
notable family with some of whose later members we are now concerned. 

One of the earliest records of the Stretton Herricks shows that in 1274 
"the assize came to recognise whether Richard Heirick, clerk, Walter 
Heyrek, John, son of Richard le Clere .... disseised John de Stonnesby, 
vicar of Glen magna church, of his tenement in Stretton, namely, a 
messuage and a virgate of land. John recovered his seisin by the view 
of the recognitors, and Richard Heirek and the others are in mercy." 
Ten years later (Hilary, 1284), Walter, son of Robert Eyrek, was the 
plaintiff against Ivo Eyrek, Robert, Roger and Philip, sons of Ivo, in a 
plea of assault on Walter at Stretton, beating and wounding him and 
taking away his oxen to the value of £10. The result of this rather un
seemly action is not recorded. Walter, the plaintiff, r,ppears to have died, 
shortly after this case; for the De Banco Roll for Easter, 1298, tells us 
that Alice, who was the wife of Walter Eyrik of Stretton, demanded 
against Robert J ammille a third part of a messuage and virgate of land 
in Walton-by-Kimcote as dower. Robert, son and heir of Walter, was 
then a minor, and his body and lands were in the custody of the said 
Alice. The hearing was adjourned, the parties being ordered to be at 
York on the morrow of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. Several 
other records show that the Herricks continued at Stretton as fairly sub
stantial residents until after 1400. The last of,them at present accessible 
to the writer is the Farnham abstract from the Coram Rege Roll, Easter, 
r403; "John Halyok, of Stretton, senior, John Halyok, of Stretton, 
junior, were attached to answer Robert Eyrick, clerk, in a 
plea of breaking Robert's close at Stretton and taking away 
his goods and chattels to the value of £40, the defendants doing the 
trespass." The verdict of the court is not stated. There are several 
other records of the Herricks of Stretton, some of them quite exciting; but 
to deal with them now would keep us too long from Beaumanor. It 
should be mentioned, however, that in 1378 Robert Eyrick, the first 
Master of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, who was Bishop of Lichfield when he 
died in 1385, founded a chantry at Stretton Magna and endowed it with 
eight virgates (nearly 200 acres) of land and four messuages. 

The earliest legal record concerning the Herricks of Houghton-on-the
Hill is that of a fine (a collusive suit by which properties were conveyed 
from vendors to purchasers) dated Easter, r523: "Between John 
Norton, William Dand, John Warde and William Evyngton, plaintiffs, 
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and Richard Eryke and Agnes his wife, defendants of a messuage, 3 tofts, 
3½ virgates of land and ¼ virgate and 2s. rent in Houghton and Frysby. 
The premises are granted to Richard Eryke and Agnes for their lives and 
after their deaths the said tenements will wholly remain to John Eryke, 
the son of the aforesaid Richard and Agnes, and his lawful issue, to be 
held of the chief lords of that fee by the right and accustomed service for 
ever." The account of the Lay Subsidy for 1545 shows that John Hey
ryke paid 12s. tax on goods valued at £12. The highest assessment in 
the village was on £17; one other assessment was of £14; three men each 
paid on £13, and the two lowest assessments were on £7 in each case. 
The name of John Erike appears first on the list of "byllmen" for 1540, 
when Houghton was "appointed to find horse and harness for 2 men, an 
archer and a byllman". In the Lay Subsidy of 1572, John Herricke was 
assessed at 6s. 8d. on goods valued at £4; only one man was assessed 
higher, 8s. 4d. on goods valued at £5. Several other Houghton Herricks, 
mostly described as yeomen, are mentioned in the records, as is Tobias 
Herricke, clerk, who owned.,considerable property in Houghton, Leicester 
and Bromkinsthorpe. "Toby Heiricke, clerk", died on the 27th of June, 
1627, leaving a son and heir named William; his mother, "];:lisabeth 
Heiricke, widow, late the wife of Tobias Heiricke", was stated by the 
I.P.M. jury to be living in Leicester at the time of his death. The family 
continued at Houghton long after the seventeenth century and are, or 

··'h'.ere until quite recently, still represented there. 

The first of the Houghton Herricks to settle at Leicester was Thomas 
.,, Heyrick, who was one of the two Borough Chamberlains in r5rr-12 and 

died in 1517. He was the son of Robert Eyrick, of Houghton-on-the
Hill, descended from the Eyricks of Stretton Magna, and Agnes, his wife. 
Thomas Heyrick had two sons: Nicholas, born about 1512, and John, 
born in 1513. Nicholas, who was a draper, was elected mayor in 
:r522; he died in 1562. 'John, whose youngest son became the first 
Herrick lord of Beaumanor, lived and conducted the business of an iron
monger at the corner of the Saturday Market (now called the Market 
Place) and Cheapside, Leicester, near the famous Angel inn, which stood 
on the Gallowtree Gate side of the Market, just within the part of it called 
Cheapside. John and his household may be conveniently introduceJ 
by quoting the inscription on his monument in the Herrick chapel of St. 
Martin's church, which since 1926 has been the cathedral of the modem 
diocese of Leicester : -

Here lyeth buried the bodie of John Heyricke of this parish, 
who departed this life on 2nd of Aprill 1589, being about the age 
of 76. He did marry Marie, the daughter of John Bond of 
Wardend, in the county of Warwicke, Esq., who lived with the 
said Marie in one house full fifty-two years, and in all that tyme 
never buried man, woman, nor childe, though they were some
times 20 in the household. He had issue by the said Marie five 
sons and seven daughters, viz., Robert, Nicholas, Thomas, John 
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and William, and daughters Ursula, Agnes, Marie, Elizabeth, Ellen, 
Christian, and Alice. The said John was Mayor of this town in 
the year I557 and again in I572. The said Marie departed this 
life the eighth of December, 16rr, being of the age of 97 years. 
She did see before her departure of her children, and children's 
children and their children to the number of 142, 

The 5'>rt of homely, kind-hearted people John and Mary Herrick 
were is shown by a charming letter to their son Nicholas, a goldsmith in 
Cheapside, London, a few days after Nicholas had married Juliana, 
daughter of William Stone, of London, gentleman. At the time of these 
nuptials Nicholas, who had been apprenticed in or before 1556, must have 
been a little more than forty years of age. For several years his sister 
Mary had kept house for him, in succession to the eldest sister, Ursula, 
who had married. Here is John's letter: -

"Sonne Nicholas Eyrick; your mother and I have us commended 
unto your bedfellowe and you; for I trust now that ye be a married man; 
for I heard by your brother Stanford that youe weir appointed to marry 
on Monday the tenth of December; and if youe be maryed, we pray God 
to sende youe bothe muche joye and comfort together, and to all hir 
friends and yours. I pray you have us commended to your wive's 
parents and frends not as yet benowne or acquaynted with us; but I trust 
hereafter we shall, if God send us lyffe togethar. We wysshe ourselffs 
that we had bene with youe at your weddyng; but the tyme of the year is 
so, that it hade bene paineful for your moder and me to have ridden suche a 
jornay: the dais being so short, and way so foule, cheffley being so olde 
and onweldy as we be both; and specyally your mother hath such paine 
in one of her knebones that she cannot goe many tyros about the hows 
without a staff in her hand; and I myselffe have had for the spase of 
allmost of this halffe yeare mych paine of my sholder that I cannot get on 
my gowne without help. Age bringeth infyrmytes with it; God hath so 
ordayned .... I trust we shall see your wiffe and you at Leicester this 
next summer to make mery with us, and lykewise your brother Haws and 
his wiffe, with some other of your friends. Your mother and I doe gyve 
harty thanks for your good tokyns youe sente to us of late, 'and for all 
your other good tokyns youe have sent us; and we be sorry that you have 
benne at such charge, and we send you but seldom anny thing that good 
is, and sometyme marr' d in the carredge. 

"Your mother and I have sent your wiffe and youe, to make mery 
withail in Christmas, two sholdir of brawne and two ronds, and one rond 
for your brother and sister Haws, and one rond for your brother Holden 
and his wiffe, and one rond to Thomas Chapman agenst the condyth in 
Chepe. Every body's pesse hath their names written on them .... My 
wiffe hath sent to your sistar Mary three yards of cloth to make hir a 
smock. Thus I bid you hartely farwell. At Leicester on Sonday 
morning, being the XV day of December, r582. By your loving father 
to his power, John Eyrick." 
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The homely grace of this paternal letter most agreeably testifies to 
the sterling character and sense of family cohesion of the Herricks who 
settled in Leicester and became, collectively, a potent factor in its sane 
development; and it is good to know, as we do from the monumental 
inscription in St. Martin's, that "your moder's" afflictions, grievous as 
they were for a time, did not abbreviate her useful and productive life. 

Several of the children of John and Mary Herrick pros11ered in life 
and left descendants who served their generations honourably and with 
credit. Robert, the eldest son, went into his father's ironmongery busi
ness, which he continued after the old man's death. He was mayor of 
Leicester in 1584, 1593 and 1605. In later life, he was associated with 
his brother William, for whom he acted in important financial transactions 
in the town and its neighbourhood. In 1598 he and William obtained a 
grant of the family arms, with the addition of a crest: a bull's head 
argent, the muzzle, ears and horn tipped sable, gorged with a chaplet of 
leaves vert. In his later years, he had lived in a mansion house, near the 
old Grey Friars' convent, between Friar Lane and St. Martin's church
yard. It is probable that the remains of Richard the Third, who was 
buried in the Grey Friars' church, lay beneath the garden of this house. 
Robert Herrick married Elizabeth Manby, daughter of a former mayor, 
by whom he had two sons and nine daughters. The inscription on his 
monument in St. Martin's church is as follows:-

Here lyeth the bodie of Robert Herick Ironmonger and 
Alderman of Leicester who had been thrice Maire thereof. He 
was eldest sonne to John Herick and Marie, and had 2 sonnes and 
9 daughters of one wife with whom he lived 51 years. At his 
death he gave away 16 pounds ro shillings a year to good uses. 
He lived 78 years; and after dyed very godly the 14th of June 1618. 

All flesh is grasse, young and old must die: 
and so we passe to judgment by and by. 

The ironmongery business was carried on by his brother John, mayor ifi 
1619, who died in 1633, leaving issue, and was buried in St. Martin's, 
in the "Renoulds Chapel". 1 

Nicholas Herrick, the second son of John and Mary, appears to have 
been an entirely creditable person. The Christmas letter, quoted above, 
written by old John to him and his recently espoused "bedfellowe", is 
heart-warming evidence of the best sort of family affection and reciprocal 
kindness. Nicholas prospered in business and, as soon as he had estab
lished himself, did what he could for the advancement of his sisters and 
his youngest brother, who did not fail to profit from his care for them. 
Two of the sisters, who had kept house for him, found affluent husbands 
in London. Ursula, the eldest daughter of John, married James Hawes, 
who was Lord Mayor in 1574; Mary married Sir John Bennett, and rode 
with him to the Guildhall in 1603. A younger sister, Ellen, who married 
a Mr. Holden, also lived in London and was in touch with Nicholas in 
1582. William, the future lord of Beaumanor, was apprenticed to 
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Nicholas and became an 'inmate of his house, then presided over by Mary. 
Nicholas and Juliana had six children between r585 and r59r, the 
youngest of whom was Robert, author of Hesperides and Noble Numbers, 
who wrote many inspired poems and lyrics, the most magical of which is 
perhaps The Mad Maid's Song:-

Good-morrow to the day so fair, 
Good-morning, sir, to you; 

Good-morrow to mine own tom hair 
Bedabbled with the dew. 

Good-morning to the primrose too, 
Good-morrow to each maid 

That will with flowers the tomb bestrew 
Wherein my love is laid. 

Ah t woe is me, woe, woe is me! 
Alack and well-a-day! 

For pity, sir, find out that bee 
Which bore my love away. 

I'll seek him in your bonnet brave, 
I'll seek him in your eyes; 

Nay, now I think they've made his grave 
I' th' bed of strawberries. 

I'll seek him there; I know ere this 
The cold, cold earth doth shake him; 

But I will go, or send a kiss 
By you, sirs, to awake him. 

Pray hurt him not; though he be dead, 
He knows well who do love him, 

And who with green turfs rear his head, 
And who do. rudely move him. 

He's soft and tender (pray take heed) 
With bands of cowslips bind him, 

And bring him home-for 'tis decreed 
That I shall never find him. 

As Robert achieved a higher and more enduring fame than any other 
member of his family, it may be right to introduce here a short extract 
from what Mr. George Sampson says of the quality of his work in The 
Concise Cambridge History of English Literature, which was published 
at the University Press in r94r: -

" Herrick is often spoken of as a Cavalier lyrist; but he is much more 
than this: he can write the old simple songs which the typical Cavalier 
lyristS-Carew and Suckling-would have found rustic, but which the 
contemporaries of Spenser and Shakespeare would have loved. He never 
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lost the spirit of the Elizabethan miscellanies and he never forgot the 
folk-song of the cornfield and the chimney corner. Herrick refused to 
bow the knee to the metaphysic wit and perverse ingenuity of Donne. He 
remained faithful to Jonson, and, through him, to the great lyrists of 
classical antiquity. Every lyric he wrote reveals his inspired command of 
metre and rhyme. Scarcely any poet has used short lines so exquisitely. 
Herrick's sacred verses, or Noble Numbers (with title-page dated 1647, 
but contained in the Hesperides, 1648) enlarge our view of his unique per
sonality, but scarcely add to his fame as a poet. He followed the example 
of Donne in dedicating his power to religion, when he entered the church; 
but he could not change the temper of his mind. Strangely enough, 
Herrick's poems achieved no great contemporary fame, and he had to 
wait till the end of the eighteenth century before he took his rightful place 
as the greatest of English lyric poets. From that place there has been 
none to depose him." But we must return to Nicholas and Juliana and 
their brood oflittle ones at "the Rowes in the Goldsmith Rowe in Cheap". 

About a year after Robert's birth, a most distressing calamity befell 
the household in Goldsmiths' Row. Nicholas, who had been suffering 
from ague, died as a consequence of falling from an upper window. 'This 
disaster, sad enough in itself, threatened Juliana and her young family 
with utter ruin; for it was alleged that the death was not accidental. In 
the claim put forward by the Queen's High Almoner, Dr. Richard Fletcher, 
Bishop of Bristol, the father of John Fletcher the dramatist, it is stated 
that "one Nich'as Herrick late citezeine and GoldsmytheofLondonabout 
the Nyneth day of this instant moneth of November (as is supposed) did 
throw himself forthe of a garret window in London aforesaide whereby 
he did kill and destroye himself. By reason whereof all such goods and 
chattells and debtes as were the said Nich'as Herrickes at the tyme of his 
deathe or ought any waies to appertey:ne or belonge vuto him do nowe 
belonge apperteyne and are forfeited vuto or said sou'aigne lady the 
queue by force of her P'rogatyve royall and now are in the only order and 
disposicon of me the saide bushopp in augmentacon of her most gracious 
almes by force and vertue of the said l'res patentes to me made and 
granted as aforesaide (if the saide Nich'as Herrick be or shalbe found 
felon of himselfe)." Dr. Fletcher has been very severely criticised for his 
action in this matter; but it may well be that he felt obliged to perform 
his official duty in the usual way, appearances being what they un
doubtedly were. However, probably through the good offices of 'influen
tial friends, the original formidable demand was commuted to a fine of 
£220. This sum could be found without serious difficulty, but the whole 
business was most painful and embarrassing to the family and their 
intimates. 

Poor Nicholas, when making his will a few days before his death, 
being then "of perfect memorye in sow le, but sicke in body", had esti
mated his estate to be worth £3,000; but it was ultimately valued 
at £5,000, a very considerable amount in those days. He bequeathed 
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one-third of this to his ''loving wife Julian'', and the remaining two-thirds, 
in equal shares, to his children. In addition, there was a fund, in the 
hands of two London merchants, from which £800 was disbursed for the 
widow's benefit. Soon after her bereavement, Juliana, with her six 
young children, a seventh being on the way, was received into the house 
of her sister Anne, who had married Henry Campion, a Londoner of good 
Kentish descent, at Hampton, Middlesex. Thus Robert came to spend 
his early, impressionable years in surroundings admirably suited to foster 
his peculiar genius. There often seems to be a destiny that shapes our 
~~. I 

When Nicholas Herrick died, his brother William, then about thirty, 
had been living in his house and actively engaged in the business for some 
sixteen years. He must have been an exceptionally capable man of 
affairs; for, as early as 1580-81, he had been sent on a mission from 
Queen Elizabeth to the Grand Turk. This Levantine excursion may have 
been connected with an enterprise by which a group of London capitalists 
in r58r obtained from Elizabeth the sole privilege of "trading into the 
dominions of the Grand Signior" for a term of seven years. The queen 
herself contributed £40,000, either as a loan or as an investment, to the 
venture, which was organised on a joint-stock basis. 

Shortly after the sad occurrence at Goldsmiths' Row, William Herrick 
removed to greater Wood Street, where he carried on an increasingly pros
perous business for many years; he also had a house at Westminster. He 
married Joan, daughter of Richard May, Esq., of Mayfield, citizen and 
meEchant-tailor of London, by whom he had children. In r595 he pur
chased Beaumanor from the representatives of the Earl of Essex; ten years 
later he was knighted. How, in his mature years, he was regarded in his 
native town is somewhat effusively set forth by John Throsby, the 
eighteenth-century historian of Leicester: - "This gentleman was Stated 
at Beaumanor, in this county, in the reign of Elizabeth, where his im
mediate descendant, William Heyrick, Esq., now dwells .... By James 
the First he was appointed one of the Tellers of the Exchequer. In 16or 
he was chosen to represent the borough in Parliament; and again in 1605 
and 1620. He died in 1652, aged 96, and was buried with his ancestors 
in St. Martin's church, Leicester . . . . This gentleman was of known 
probity, punctual in his dealings, remarkably accurate in his private as 
well as public concerns, and acquired so large a fortune, that it enabled 
him not only to assist many of the nobility with money in those days of 
scarcity, but his sovereign on many urgent occasions. His services in 
this place made him the idol of the people." Though this eulogy may be a 
little too exuberant, official and other records show that it is substantially 
just. Sir William Herrick shared the privilege of being jeweller and 
moneylender to James the First with George Heriot, "Jingling Geordie" 
of The Fortunes of Nigel, the munificent founder of Heriot's Hospital at 
Edinburgh. 

Before the election of 160!, by which he and another were returned 
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to Parliament, Sir (then Mr.) William Herrick was made a freeman of 
Leicester. This was in order to comply with the precept in the sheriff's 
writ which stipulated that the two representatives were to be burgesses of 
the "discreete and most sufficient" sort. The event is thus recorded in the 
municipal Hall Book, 1587-1707 :-"William Heyricke, late of London, 
goldsmythe, now of Beaumanor, in the countie of Leics., Esquier, and 
one of the sonnes of Mr. John Heyricke, ironmonger, deceased, made free, 
for wch. hee dothe give to the towne in kindeness one doson of sylver 
spoones, with th€ sinckefyle [ cinquefoil, part of the borough arms J upon 
the knob bes thereof". These spoons, no doubt, formed part of the 
borough's insignia and plate that the reformed Town Council thought it 
right to disperse by auction in 1836. 

There is no evidence that Robert Herrick, the poet, ever visited Beau
manor; but the indenture of his apprenticeship and a number of his letters 
were preserved there and, by the courtesy of Mrs. Perry Herrick, were 
examined by Professor Moorman, who transcribed some of them, shortly 
before 1910, when his Biographical and Critical Study was published. It 
used to be thought that Robert received his early education, which was 
largely classical, at Westminster, partly because of a reference to his 
"beloved Westminster" in His Tears to Tharmasis, which contains the 
lines:-

No more shall I along thy crystal glide, 
In barge, with boughs and rushes beautified, 
With smooth-soft virgins, for our chaste disport, 
To Richmond, Kingston, and to Hampton Court. 

However agreeable he may have found such recreations a few years later, 
they would have been a trifle precocious in a schoolboy. According to 
Professor Moorman, it is much more likely that he made acquaintance 
with Ovid, Horace and other Latin writers at Hampton or Kingston-on
Thames, at both of which places there were good grammar schools nearer 
home. 

Robert remained at school until his seventeenth year, when he was 
apprenticed to his uncle and guardian, and took up his residence in Wood 
Street. The indenture of apprenticeship, dated 25 September, 1607, begins 
thus: ''This indenture witnesseth that Robert Herick, the sonne of Nicholas 
Herick of London, Goldsmithe, doth put him selfe a~prentize to Sir Wm. 
Herick, knight, citizen, and goldsmith of London, to learn his Arte. And 
with him (after the manner of Apprentize) to serve from the feaste of St. 
Bartholomew the apostle last past before the date heereof unto the full 
end and terme of Tenn yeres from thence next following to be full com
plete and ended." As Sir William's business in Wood Street had become 
one of the most substantial in London, it may be said that Robert had 
been given an exceptionally good start in life. However, he was not born 
to succeed as a jeweller and lapidary, or as a financier; for, when six of his 
ten long years were out, he abandoned business and, in the summer of 
1613, went to Cambridge, where he was first at St. John's, as a fellow-
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commoner, and then at Trinity Hall, to which he transferred himself in 
r6I6. The change must have been a serious disappointment to his uncles, 
Sir William and Robert Herrick of Leicester, the two executors of Nicholas 
the goldsmith; but literature and posterity gained much from it. 

The fellow-commoner's expenses were not, as has been supposed, 
provided by Sir William; but were drawn by that frugal guardian from 
Robert's own "feebly ebbing estate," as he once describes his share of 
the money left by his father, which had already been reduced to defray 
the cost of certain necessities when he was still an apprentice. His allow
ance while at Cambridge was £40 a year, with special grants for particular 
requirements. This was hardly sufficient (for St. John's was an expensive 
college), especially as Sir William was very backward in doling out the 
instalments and disbursing the grants for extras. Several of the Beau
manor letters, amusing enough to read now, make his embarrassments 
almost painfully evident. But "Hopeful R. Hearick" had a resilient 
spirit and better times were soon to come. 

To illustrate the character of the appeals he was constantly making to 
his reluctant uncle, one of the shorter letters may be quoted in full. This 
was presented, early in the nineteenth century, by the then head of thl 
family to Lady Sitwell, of Rempstone, Derbyshire, and afterwards came 
into the possession of her grandson, Canon Egerton Leigh, of Richmond, 
Yorkshire: -

Cambrig, St. John's 
Sr, the first place testifies my dentie, the second only reiterat's 

the former letter of which (as I may justly wonder) I heard no 
answeare, neither concerning the payment or receat of the letter, 
(it is best knowne to your self). Upon which ignorance I have 
sent this oration entreating you to paye to Mr. Adrian Marius, 
Bookseller of the blackfryers, the sum of IO Ii, from whome so 
soone as it is payd, I shall receive a dew acknowledgment. I 
shall not need to amplify my sense, for this warrants sufficiencie. 
I expect your countenance and your furtherance to my well beeing 
who hath power to command my service to eternitie-Heaven 
be your guide to perfection which is the end of man's endeavour. 
I expect an answeare from Mr. Adrian concerning the recipt. 

ROBIN HERICKE 
obliged to your virtue eternally 

This rather sententious missive is endorsed : ''The right worll his loving 
uncle, Sr William Rearick, dwelling at London in great Wood Street, 
this". The loving uncle's habitual delay in responding to these urgent 
applications has been very severely censured by Dr. Grosart. Professor 
Moorman, less given to invective, contents himself with the pertinent 
comment that "Sir William was making a churlish repayment to the 
orphan son for the generous treatment which he, when a raw apprentice, 
.had received from the father. The foundation of Sir William's princely 
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fortune was laid in Nicholas Herrick's shop in the Goldsmiths' Row, 
Cheapside, and this fact ought not to he been forgotten when, thirty years 
later, Nicholas's son was struggling with poverty at Cambridge." If Sir 
William felt, as he may have done, that his nephew's modest patrimony 
should in prudence be conserved, there was no reason, outside himself, 
why he should not have settled a few accounts out of his own pocket. 

In a letter of r6r6, Robert seeks his uncle's advice aboqt a new 
project that he has in mind. After the usual compliments to the knight 
and "my Ladie," he goes on: "for as much as my continuance will not 
long consist in the spheare where I now move, I make known my thoughts, 
and modestly crave your counsell, whether it were better for me to direct 
my study towards the lawe or not; which if I should (as it will not be 
impertinent), I can with facilitie laboure my self into another colledg 
appointed for the like end and studyes, where I assure myself the charge 
will not be so great as where I now exist; I make bold freely to acquaint 
you with my thoughts; and I entreate you answeare me". Sir William 
seems to have approved of Robert's idea of preparing himself for a legal 
career; the next letter we have is headed: "Trinitie Hall, Camb." The 
Herricks had an old family association with Trinity Hall through their 
collateral ancestor Robert Eyrick, afterwards Bishop of Lichfield, who 
was its first Master and the founder, in r378, of a chantry at Stretton 
Magna which he endowed with eight virgates of land and four messuages. 
In January, r6r7, the name of "Robertus Rearick" was inscribed on the 
register of Bachelors of Arts. It may be he hoped that Sir William was 
gratified. In a letter announcing his success to that not very forthcoming 
Maecenas, "Hopeful R. Rearick" writes: "I fix my hopes on Time and 
you; still gazing for an happie flight of birdes, and the refreshing blast 
of a second-winde. Doubtful as yet of either Fortunes, I live, hoarding 
up provision against the assault of either. Thus I salute your virtues." 

Shortly after his graduation, Robert left the University and went to 
London, where he seems to have spent most of his time for the next ten 
years or so. Though the registers of the Temple and of Lincoln's Inn 
and Gray's Inn have been searched, nothing has been found to indicate 
that 'he took any further steps towards qualifying to be a lawyer. This 
is a little surprising, as he had several legally-connected acquaintances 
at Cambridge, among them Clipseby Crew, a fellow-student at St. John's 
who was his very good companion and helper for many years. Clipseby 
was the eldest son of Sir Ranulphe Crew, Speaker of the House of Com
mons in r6r4 and Lord Chief Justice in 1625-26, and it was on the 
occasion of his marriage, in 1625, that Herrick wrote the very striking, 
and in places not too reserved, "Nuptial Song of Epithalamy on Sir 
Clipseby Crew and his Lady". Several later poems in the Hesperides 
testify to the warmth and enduring character of his regard for the Crews. 
When their infant child died, he sent to Lady Crew these simple, touching 
lines:-
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Why, madam, will ye longer weep, 
Whereas your baby's lull'd asleep? 
And (pretty child) feels now no more 
Those pains it lately felt before. 
All now is silent; groans are fled: 
Your child lies still, yet is not dead; 
But rather like a flower hid here 
To spring again another year. 

During the ten years he spent in London after leaving the university, 
Robert Herrick does not seem to have had any settled employment; yet 
he associated freely with many notable and amusing people, whose habits 
of life were necessarily expensive, without being hampered by the sort of 
pecuniary difficulties that had beset him at Cambridge. At first sight, 
this .is very perplexing; but really a probable explanation is not far to seek. 
He does not appear to, have had much further intercourse, either direct or 
by correspondence, with his uncle William; but his aunts and other 
affluent connexions were near at hand in the city, and his singular talent 
for making felicitous verses had already manifested itself and given 
significant promise of his future achievements. Though he may not have 
"lisped in numbers", undoubtedly "the numbers came", and came early. 
One fair example of what he could do while still an apprentice is the short 
valediction headed: To my dearest Sister, M. Mercy Herrick:-

Where' er I go, and whatsoe'er befalls 
Me in mine age, or foreign funerals, 
This blessing I will leave thee, ere I go: 
Prosper thy basket and therein thy dough. 
Feed on the paste of filberts, or else knead 
And bake the flower of amber for thy bread. 
Balm may thy trees drop, and thy springs run oil, 
And everlasting harvest crown thy soil ! 
These I but wish thee; but thyself shall see 
The blessing fall in mellow times on thee. 

These well controlled lines cannot have been written later than r612; for 
in that year Mercy Herrick became the wife of John Wingfield, son and 
heir of Humphrey Wingfield, Esq., of Brantham, Suffolk; yet several 
plain hints of the adroitness and arresting imagery of his later and more 
finished poems may be perceived in them. 

Robert Herrick, when he retumed to London from Cambridge, was 
on friendly terms with some of the officials at Whitehall, whom he may 
have got to know through his uncle's business and financial connexion 
with Queen Elizabeth and James the First. It was perhaps through these 
acquaintances that he was brought into contact with Endymion Porter, 
groom of Prince Charles's Bedchamber, who had been educated in Spain 
and had for a time served in the household of Olivares. On his return 
to England, he entered the service of George Villiers, afterwards Duke of 
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Buckingham, under whose patronage he rose to great power and influence. 
He and Robert became intimate friends, as is testified by the poet's 
charming Eclogue or Pastoral between Endymion Porter and Lycidas 
Herrick. Various highly-placed courtiers, including the Earls of Pem
broke and Westmorland, honoured him with their patronage; but it was 
Endymion Porter who most consistently helped him and supplied him 
with the "oil of maintenance". It was no doubt through these contacts 
that several of the lyrics came to be set to music by William and Henry 
Lawes, "gentlemen of the Chapel Royal", and Nicholas Lanier, Master 
of the King's Music, and to be sung before Charles the First and his 
entourage. These Whitehall connexions must have done ,much to 
stimulate Herrick's graceful genius and to establish his reputation in 
polished society. 

Another potent influence at this time was Ben Jonson, of whom he 
was a devoted admirer and disciple. He was prominent among the 
fellow-compotators at the "lyrick feasts" enjoyed at the Sun, the Dog, 
the Triple Inn, where each verse of Ben's "out-did the meate, out-did 
the frolick wine". Other resorts of this convivial set were the Mermaid 
and the Devil and St. Dunstan's, a famous city tavern near Jonson's 
lodging "without Temple Bar at a combmaker's shop". The Leges 
Conviviales (said to have been drawn up by Jonson himself) of the lively 
club that met in the Apollo Room at this place prescribe that no member 
shall be prevented from bringing his "choice female mate" with him, and 
that a corner shall be provided for "generous lovers" wishing to relieve 
their passions "in soft sighs". Perhaps the skilfully wrought, if not 
always quite decorous, poems on his "many dainty mistresses": Julia 
Anthea, Corinna and the rest, who seem to have been mostly creatures of 
the imagination, though they may have had prototypes, can be ascribed 
to this period. These mistress poems, like many of the others, exemplify 
his aptitude for hitting on curious words and phrases that please and sur
prise us. A fair specimen, is the familiar Upon Julia's Clothes : -

Whenas in silks my Julia goes, 
Then, then, methinks, how sweetly flows 
The liquefaction of her clothes I 
Next, when I cast mine eyes and see 
That brave vibration each may free, 
-0 how that glittering taketh me. 

The short piece in which the primrose is called "this sweet infanta of the 
year" is another. The more reflective lyrics, inspired by the feeling that 
all things pass, are probably later. The one that follows, entitled To 
Meadows, is a good example:-

Ye have been fresh and green, 
Ye have been filled with flowers, 

And ye the walks have been 
Where maids have spent their hours. 
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Ye have beheld how they 
With wider arks did come 

To kiss and bear away 
The richer cowslips home. 

You've heard them sweetly sing, 
And seen them in a round: 

Each virgin like a spring, 
With honeysuckles crown' d. 

But now we see none here 
Whose silv'ry feet did tread 

And with dishevell' d hair 
Adorn'd this smoother mead. 

Like unthrifts having spent 
Your stock and needy grown, 

You're left here to lament 
Your poor estates alone. 

In Swinburne's opinion, this is a sweeter and better song than those that 
are better known. Swinburne also says that neither Herbert nor 
Crashaw could have bettered the "divinely beautiful" triplet:-

We see Him come, and know Him ours, 
Who with His sunshine and His showers 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

After about ten. years of exhilarating life in London, Robert decided 
to become a clergyman, probably because he felt that a regular profession 
was necessary to augment his private resources. He does not seem to 
have been actuated by any strong spiritual impulse; but there are indi
cations that he entered upon his new calling with a due sense of its 
responsibilities. Soon after his ordination, he set out, as chaplain, with 
Buckingham on his expedition to relieve the Protestant town of La 
Rochelle. Buckingham's forces succeeded in landing on the Isle of Rhe; 
but that was all the success they had, for they were speedily defeated, with 
heavy losses, and had to sail back again. 

In 1629, Herrick was presented, apparently by the Crown, to the 
Dartmoor vicarage of Dean Prior, a rempte village near Totnes. Eighteen 
years l<;!-ter, he was ejected from his cure, because he would not subscribe 
to the Solemn League and Covenant. Thereupon, he returned once more 
to what he calls "the blest home of my nativity", where he presumably 
returned to his former habits, so far as he could with a reduced income in 
a time that did not favour conviviality and the lightsome arts. Ben 
Jonson had been dead ten years and Eudymion Porter, who had suffered 
exile and dire poverty, was in eclipse, as were others of the court set. 

Herrick was reinstated at Dean Prior in 1662, and remained there 
until his death in October, 1674. He was buried in the graveyard of his 
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moorside church; three years afterwards, his faithful housekeeper, 
Prue Baldwin, was laid to rest in the same hallowed earth. He some
times found Dean Prior oppressively dull and rusticated; but it was 
probably there that he chiefly learned to sing of "books, of blossoms, buds 
and flowers", and of Maypoles, hock-carts, wakes and all the old rural 
delights of which he was the inspired celebrant. 

After Sir William Herrick's death, which occurred in 1653. Beau
manor descended through five generations to William Perry Herrick, who 
died, as the result of a hunting accident, in 1876. His widow continued at 
Beaumanor until her death in 1915. Throughout her long and beneficent 
tenure, Mrs. Perry Herrick was loved and respected by all who had the 
good fortune to know her. One of her neighbours (Sir Robert Martin, 
of the Brand) who has the happiest recollections of her, writes: "She 
was a most kind and charitable woman who, up to late middle life, would 
not hesitate to make considerable journeys, in order to check by personal 
inspection the statements made to her by the writers of numerous begging 
letters that used to be addressed to her". Mr. Perry Herrick provided in 
his will that, after Mrs. Herrick's death, the Beaumanor estate should go 
to Colonel the Hon. Montagu Curzon, of Garats Hay, younger son of his 
old friend the Earl Howe of Gopsall. Colonel Curzon, however, died 
before Mrs. Herrick, on whose death the estate devolved upon his son, Mr. 
William Curzon Herrick. At his death in November 1945 the estate 
passed to his cousin Lt.-Col. Assheton Curzon Howe. 

During the greater part of the war the house has been occupied by 
a branch of His Majesty's Forces, under the command ofLt.-Col. M. J. W. 
Ellingworth, in whose very entertaining staff magazine, B.S.M., the 
nucleus of this paper first appeared in the summer of 1944. 
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